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P
le

ase
 fe

e
l free

 to
 sh

a
re

 yo
u
r e

-m
a
il ad

d
ress w

ith
 m

y office so
 

w
e
 ca

n
 keep

 yo
u
 u

pd
a
ted

 o
n
 w

h
at’s n

e
w

 at th
e
 S

tateh
ou

se
. 

D
ear C

on
stituen

ts, 

 B
u

dgets com
e dow

n
 to ch

oices. A
s state law

m
akers, w

e can
 choose policies 

th
at m

ove all O
h

ioan
s forw

ard
 –

 or w
e can

 ch
oose policies th

at favor a select 
few

 an
d sh

ift even m
ore of th

e bu
rden

 on
to strugglin

g in
divid

uals an
d

 fam
ilies.  

 
 

U
n

fortun
ately, a b

udget plan
 approved b

y th
e H

ou
se of R

epresen
tatives last 

m
on

th
 ten

ds to ch
oose th

e latter.  
  

T
h

e bu
dget p

lan
 ch

ooses tax cuts th
at w

ould
 favor the u

pper 5 p
ercen

t an
d b

ig corporation
s at th

e 
exp

en
se of m

ost in
dividu

als an
d

 fam
ilies. It includes deep cuts to local govern

m
en

ts th
at w

ill p
ut 

p
olice officers an

d firefigh
ters at risk, an

d it elim
in

ates h
ealth

 insuran
ce for poor paren

ts w
h

o are 
w

orkin
g h

ard to stay off w
elfare. A

ccord
in

g to on
e stud

y, m
ost O

h
ioan

s w
ill pay h

igh
er taxes in

 
th

e H
ouse plan

.  
  T

h
at’s w

hy I voted again
st th

is bud
get.  I believe O

h
io d

eserves better.  
  I su

pported a fiscally-resp
on

sible altern
ative th

at w
ould h

ave in
clu

ded
 m

ore gen
erou

s, targeted 
tax relief for m

id
dle-class w

orkin
g fam

ilies. T
h

is plan
 w

ould h
ave elim

in
ated

 cu
ts for police an

d 
firefigh

ters w
h

ile protectin
g h

ealth
 care for our state’s m

ost vuln
erable citizen

s. U
n

fortun
ately, 

th
is altern

ative w
as set asid

e by th
e H

ou
se R

epub
lican

 m
ajority w

ith
out an

 up-or-dow
n

 vote.  
  W

e still h
ave som

e tim
e b

efore a fin
al bu

dget plan
 m

ust b
e subm

itted to th
e governor for h

is  
sign

ature. R
est assured I’ll keep w

orkin
g to craft a b

udget th
at serves all O

h
ioan

s. 
 In

sid
e are details on

 th
e state bud

get proposal an
d h

ow
 it could

 affect you
, as w

ell as oth
er  

in
form

ation
 on

 m
y w

ork h
ere in

 C
olum

b
us.   

 A
s alw

ays, I w
elcom

e your ideas, su
ggestion

s, or com
m

en
ts.  P

lease con
tact m

e on
 an

y m
atter th

at 
con

cern
s you. 

 S
in

cerely, 
 K

e
n

n
y Y

u
k

o
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B
U

D
G

E
T

 B
R

IE
FIN

G
 

T
h

e
 S

ta
te

 B
u

d
g

e
t:  M

o
re

 T
a
x
e
s, L

e
ss S

e
rv

ice
s 

 L
ast m

on
th, I join

ed n
early all m

y D
em

ocratic colleagues in
 votin

g again
st G

overnor T
aft’s state 

bud
get proposal. F

or m
e, it cam

e dow
n

 to priorities. I b
elieve O

h
io n

eeds a fiscally-d
isciplin

ed 
bud

get plan
 th

at m
oves all O

h
io fam

ilies forw
ard and reflects our com

m
on

 in
terests an

d valu
es. U

n
-

fortun
ately, th

e plan
 con

sidered b
y th

e H
ou

se does not reflect th
is vision

.  
 I supp

orted
 a b

udget altern
ative th

at w
ould

 h
ave delivered $

153 m
illion

 m
ore in

 aid
 to local 

sch
ools, an

d kept faith
 w

ith O
h

io’s m
ost vuln

erable by restorin
g h

ealth in
suran

ce for 2
5,0

0
0

 poor 
paren

ts w
h

o are w
orkin

g h
ard

 to stay off w
elfare.   

 I b
acked several oth

er creative ideas for gen
eratin

g reven
ue w

ith
out raisin

g taxes –
 in

cludin
g th

e 
sale of advertisin

g on
 lottery tickets an

d m
ore aggressive en

forcem
en

t of illegal tax sh
elters. M

on
ey 

raised w
ou

ld h
ave been

 pu
t tow

ard sch
ools, h

igh
er ed

ucation
, after-school p

rogram
s or h

ealth care, 
but th

ese altern
atives w

ere rejected. 
 Sup

porters of th
is bud

get p
lan

 are prom
isin

g in
com

e tax cuts.  B
u

t in
 th

e h
ere-an

d-n
ow

, oth
er taxes 

w
ill grow

 m
uch

 faster th
an

 in
com

e taxes d
eclin

e –
 an

d th
e incom

e tax cuts in
 th

is b
ud

get w
ou

ld 
largely favor th

e w
ealth

iest 5 p
ercen

t of O
h

ioan
s.  

 It w
ill cost u

s m
ore at th

e breakfast tab
le because –

 for th
e first tim

e in state h
istory –

 food such
 as 

bread
 an

d m
ilk w

ould
 be su

bject to a h
id

den
 sales tax know

n
 as th

e “com
m

ercial activity tax,” or 
C

A
T

. W
e w

ould also pay m
ore w

h
en w

e d
rive to w

ork or sch
ool becau

se of th
is h

id
den

 C
A

T
 tax, 

w
h

ich also raises gasolin
e prices. 

 W
e w

ill pay m
ore for b

eer an
d

 w
in

e, m
ore for tob

acco products, m
ore garb

age d
isposal, m

ore on
 

electricity an
d m

ore on
 h

om
e sales through a n

ew
 1-m

ill statew
id

e property tax. A
n

d, for all this, w
e 

w
ill receive less. B

ig cuts to local govern
m

en
ts w

ill put cities an
d coun

ties in
 a desperate position

.  
 T

h
e bu

dget is in
 H

ouse-S
en

ate con
feren

ce com
m

ittee.  I’m
 still h

op
eful w

e w
ill see a bud

get th
at 

better reflects th
e p

riorities of O
h

ioan
s w

h
o are w

orkin
g h

ard
er, takin

g h
om

e less m
on

ey an
d 

sp
en

din
g less tim

e w
ith

 th
eir ch

ild
ren

. 

R
ep

. Y
u

ko join
ed

 E
u

clid
 city cou

n
cilp

erson
 

K
irsten

 H
olzh

eim
er G

ail in
 con

gratu
latin

g B
oy 

S
cou

t Scott S
attler.  S

attler h
as earn

ed
  h

is  
E

agle level ach
ievem

en
t. 

R
ep

. Y
u

ko atten
d

ed
 th

e gran
d

 op
en

in
g of th

e 
R

ich
m

on
d

 H
eigh

ts d
isc golf cou

rse. P
ictu

red
 

h
ere at th

e rib
bon

 cu
ttin

g w
ith

 th
e rep

resen
-

tative is C
ou

rse D
irector S

cott N
ath

an
son

, 
M

ayor D
an

 U
rsu

, C
ou

n
cilm

an
 D

avid
 R

och
e 

an
d

 C
ou

n
cilw

om
an

 K
ath

ryn
 G

am
b

atese. 

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 E
V

E
N

T
S

 

 

M
o

re th
an

 1,5
0

0
 O

h
io

a
n

s ra
llied

 o
n

 th
e S

ta
te

h
o

u
se

 la
w

n
 in

 A
p

ril to
 fig

h
t fo

r 
fa

ir ta
x

es a
n

d
 to

 lo
b

b
y fo

r th
e

 sta
te’s p

o
o

rest citizen
s.  M

a
n

y o
f th

e
  

p
a

rticip
a

n
ts w

ere
 sen

io
r citizen

s co
n

ce
rn

ed
 a

b
o

u
t M

ed
ica

id
 cu

ts a
n

d
  

in
a

d
eq

u
a

te
 fu

n
d

in
g

 fo
r p

ro
gra

m
s lik

e
 A

d
u

lt P
ro

tectiv
e

 S
erv

ices.  D
em

o
cra

ts 
tried

 to
 re

sto
re

 M
ed

ica
id

 co
ve

ra
g

e
 to

 2
5

,0
0

0
 w

o
rk

in
g

 p
a

ren
ts a

n
d

  
p

rescrip
tio

n
 d

ru
g

 a
n

d
 h

ea
lth

 ca
re

 b
e

n
e

fits to
 15

,0
0

0
 p

o
o

r ad
u

lts w
ith

  
ch

ro
n

ic illn
e

sse
s, b

u
t th

e m
o

tio
n

 w
as ta

b
led

.* 

L
ib

ra
rie

s: O
p

e
n

 to
 A

ll 
 O

h
io is strugglin

g righ
t now

. O
ur state is 49

th in
 job creation

 over th
e past ten years, an

d it is  
projected to b

e on
e of th

e m
ost slow

ly-grow
in

g states over th
e n

ext cou
ple of d

ecades.  
 B

u
t on

e area w
h

ere O
h

io is a n
ation

al leader is in
 libraries. M

any experts believe our state’s n
et-

w
ork of local libraries is n

ow
 on

e of th
e stron

gest in
 th

e n
ation

. U
n

fortun
ately, G

overn
or T

aft’s state 
bu

dget proposal w
ould pu

t th
is im

portan
t legacy at risk.  

 T
aft h

as p
roposed cuttin

g state supp
ort of lib

raries by 5 p
ercen

t. If en
acted, th

is bu
dget w

ill alm
ost 

certain
ly m

ean
 less services, few

er resources an
d sh

orter h
ours of operation in lib

raries.  
 If th

is bud
get cu

t com
es to p

ass, th
e real victim

s w
ill b

e fam
ilies: A

 m
iddle sch

ool stu
den

t w
h

o uses 
h

er local lib
rary to w

ork on
 sch

ool p
rojects on

 S
un

day aftern
oon

s, kin
dergarten

 teach
ers w

ho ch
eck 

ou
t extra books for studen

ts, an
d O

h
ioan

s of all w
alks of life w

ho h
ave com

e to see lib
raries as a 

valuable resource.  
 L

ib
raries w

ere foun
ded on

 th
e prin

ciple th
at free access to kn

ow
ledge m

akes ou
r dem

ocracy stron
g. 

F
or m

any of u
s, lib

raries serve as a sort of p
eople’s un

iversity, an
 un

paralleled resource for lifelon
g 

learn
in

g.  
 M

y office h
as been bom

barded by letters of supp
ort to restore fun

din
g to pub

lic lib
raries. R

ecen
tly, 

on
e 12

-year-old girl w
rote th

e legislatu
re, explain

in
g th

at local library h
elp

s out w
h

en h
er paren

ts 
ju

st can
’t afford to.  “W

e d
on

’t bu
y books,” sh

e w
rote.  “T

his is m
y w

ay of learn
in

g.”   
 Just as th

is you
n

g lady’s fam
ily h

as to m
ake tough

 budget decision
s every day, O

h
io legislators m

u
st 

also prioritize.   
 I b

elieve libraries foster creativity an
d im

agin
ation, an

d it is im
p

erative th
at w

e in
vest in

 th
em

. T
h

e 
state b

udget w
e con

sidered
 in

 th
e H

ouse in A
p

ril did n
ot provid

e th
e dollars th

at libraries deserve, 
an

d
 th

at is on
e of th

e m
an

y reason
s I voted ‘n

o’ on
 H

.B
. 66. 

LIB
R

A
R

Y
 FU

N
D

IN
G

 
* p

h
otos cou

rtesy of P
u

blic C
h

ild
ren

 Services A
ssociation

 of O
h

io 


